


New Strawn City Council
Regular Monthly Meeting
Thursday, January 8, 2026

PRESENT:
Mayor Jeanne Haas, council members: Stephanie Baker, David Christiansen, Butch Gilkison, Dan Haller, and new council members Ty Skillman and Deb Stukey
Absent: 
Staff: City Attorney Philip Wright (arrived 7:11), Maintenance Operator Steven Dwight (arrived 7:06), Code Enforcement Ray Wards and City Clerk Lana Johnson 
Others: Mark Petterson

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

FLAG SALUTE: 

CONSENT AGENDA ADDITIONS: Change warrants from $73,329.31 to $74,004.37

MINUTES: Move to approve meeting minutes of December 11, 2025. 
WARRANTS: Move to approve the Warrants dated December 9, 2025, through January 5, 2026, in the amount of $74,004.37.
PAYROLL: Move to approve the December 2025 Payroll in the amount of $12,931.78.
LICENSES: 	
		
OTHER: 	
A. Move to allow Maintenance Operator to purchase diesel in 2026, total cost not to exceed 
$3,000.00, funds to be taken from General Fund
B. Move to allow Maintenance Operator to purchase fish food in 2026, total cost not to exceed $3,000.00, funds to be taken from Special Park Fund
C. Move to allow Maintenance Operator to purchase cold patch in 2026, total cost not to exceed $1,000.00, funds to be taken from Special Highway Fund
D. Move to allow Maintenance Operator to purchase weed killer in 2026, total cost not to exceed $2,000.00, funds to be taken from General Fund
E. Move to allow Maintenance Operator to purchase road salt in 2026, total cost not to exceed $4,000.00, funds to be taken from Special Highway Fund
F. Move to allow Maintenance Operator to purchase propane in 2026, total cost not to exceed $800.00, funds to be taken from General Fund
G. Move to allow Maintenance Operator to purchase gravel/rock in 2026, total cost not to exceed $1,500.00, funds to be taken from Special Highway Fund
Christiansen moved, seconded by Gilkison, to approve the consent agenda with correction to warrant amount.   Motion carried 4-0. 
OATH OF OFFICE: Council Members Dan Haller, Deb Stukey and Ty Skillman

AGENDA ADDITIONS/CHANGES: 
Change: Mayor a. 2025 to 2026 Assignments
ADD: Mayor: Add Remodel to e. Work Session
ADD: f. Strawnfest 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
[bookmark: _Hlk154661742][bookmark: _Hlk165444972]Baker moved, seconded by Haller, to approve the agenda with changes.  Motion carried 5-0. 

APPOINTMENTS: None

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None

FINANCIAL REPORTS:
a. Additional Warrants – None
b. Treasurers Report
Baker moved, seconded by Haller to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented and print report in The Coffey County Republication by January 31, 2026. Motion carried 5-0.

STAFF REPORTS
· Zoning Administrator
· Code Enforcement Officer 
· Nuisance Property Update – notices have been given to residents in the
duplexes of Neosho for parking in the street. There are signs up showing “no parking between signs”.  There was a loose dog on Choctaw chasing another dog. Old golf course and 110 W Decker continue to work on and improve their properties.  
· [bookmark: _Hlk134443709]Maintenance Operator
· KDHE - Water Violation – Miscommunication and not knowing what the 
state wanted, the lead and copper info didn’t go out. Notice will go out with the newsletter and water bill this month. 
· KDHE - Water Testing is reduced per KDHE
· [bookmark: _Hlk105495057][bookmark: _Hlk139546202][bookmark: _Hlk134444776]City Clerk
· City Hall Computer
Baker moved, seconded by Skillman, to approve the purchase and support of a new external hard drive, monitor and office computer not to exceed $2,500. Funds to be split 50/50 between General and Equipment. Motion carried 5-0.
· Pet Tag Reminder – bring your current rabies certificate and proof of spay
or neuter and tag your pet from free until end of day January 16, 2026. 19 animals have been tagged to date. 
· City of Burlington Water Late Fee – due to late delivery and getting 3
signatures the check for the City of Burlington was walked into Burlington City Hall 1 day late causing a very large late fee. 
Haller moved, seconded by Stukey to approve online payments of bills at the discretion of the mayor and clerk. Motion carried 5-0.
· 2025 Audit February 18
· [bookmark: _Hlk158030671]Community Center Rentals
i. January – 10th Private Event, 17th Private Event, 20th p.m. I.B.E.W, 29th Private Event
ii. February – 7th p.m. Private Event, 17th p.m. I.B.E.W.

· City Attorney 
· New Council Information – informed the new council members of KOMA
(Kansas Open Meetings Act) and that nothing in an executive session can be discussed with anyone outside the session. 
· Executive Session
Baker moved, seconded by Haller to enter into executive session at 7:36 pm for 7 minutes for consultation with an attorney for matters relating to a claim against the city for trespassing with the city attorney, mayor, city council, maintenance operator and city clerk and will resume in this room afterwards. Motion carried 5-0.

· Executive Session
Stukey moved, seconded by Skillman, to enter into executive session at 7:44 pm for 7 minutes for consultation with an attorney for matters relating to a fence located between 101 and 102 E Seneca Circle with the City attorney, mayor, city council, maintenance operator and city clerk and will return to this room afterwards. Motion carried 5-0.

Haller moved, seconded by Baker, to enter into executive session at 7:54 pm for 7 minutes for consultation with an attorney for matters relating to a fence located between 101 and 102 E Seneca Circle with the City attorney, mayor, city council, maintenance operator and city clerk and will return to this room afterwards. Motion carried 5-0.

Haller moved, seconded by Stukey, to enter into executive session at 8:00 pm for 7 minutes for consultation with an attorney for matters relating to a fence located between 101 and 102 E Seneca Circle with the City attorney, mayor, city council, maintenance operator and city clerk and will return to this room afterwards. Motion carried 5-0.

Mayor’s Report 
a. 2026 Mayor’s Committee Assignments
January 8, 2026, COMMITTEES
Community Building: Deb Stukey (Chair), Stephanie Baker, Lana Johnson
Finance/Economic Development: Stephanie Baker (Chair), Dan Haller, Butch Gilkison
Park/Recreation: Dan Haller (Chair), Deb Stukey, Steven Dwight
Public Relations: Lana Johnson (Chair), Deb Stukey, Stephanie Baker
Public Safety: Ty Skillman (Chair), Butch Gilkison, Lana Johnson
Streets: Steven Dwight (Street Chair), Dan Haller, Ty Skillman
Water/Sewer: Butch Gilkison (Chair), Ty Skillman, Steven Dwight
Gilkison moved, seconded by Haller, to approve the Mayor’s Committee Assignments as presented. Motion carried 5-0.

b. Council President
Gilkison nominated Baker as council president.
Gilkison moved, seconded by Haller to close the nominations for council president. Motion carried 5-0.
All those in favor of Stephanie Baker as council president say aye. Motion carried 5-0
c. GAAP Waiver Resolution 108
0. K.S.A. 75-1120a(a) requires municipalities to use generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) in the preparation of their financial statements and reports. Except for community colleges, the governing body of any municipality may waive this statutory GAAP requirement.
Baker moved, seconded by Haller, to approve Resolution 108 GAAP Waiver for 2026. Motion carried 5-0 by show of hands.
d. Ordinance No. 2026-01 Establishing 2026 Salaries. 
Haller moved, seconded by Stukey, to approve Ordinance 2026-01 Establishing 2026 Salaries. Motion carried 5-0 by show of hands.
e. Work Session – Finance
Gilkison moved, seconded by Haller, to hold a special meeting on Tuesday, January 20 from 7 pm to 8:30 at New Strawn City Hall. Motion carried 5-0.
f. Strawnfest June 6
Mayor Haas let the council know that if they want a shirt or jacket with the city name embroidered to bring it in and Sunflower Gals can take care of it. 

Finance & Economic Development Report – Stephanie Baker 

Community Center Report – Stephanie Baker 

Utility Report – Butch Gilkison
a. Water Usage & Loss Report 

Street Report - Steven Dwight 

Public Relations Report - Lana Johnson
a. Christmas Yard of the Month Winners

Parks & Recreation Report – Dan Haller
The playground equipment is over 25 years old and will need to be replaced at some time. 

New Business: 

Old Business: 

Adjournment: 
Baker moved, seconded by HallerHernandez, to adjourn the meeting at 8:31 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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